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prompt with her bullying protests, phrased even more offensively
than usual. The British government quickly gave satisfaction,
but the incident was exploited in lurid fashion by Biilow and
Tirpitz to win support for a new Navy Bill. This measure
(passed 12 June 1900) actually doubled the scale of naval
strength adopted two years before, and eventually, though not
immediately, played a decisive part in worsening Anglo-German
relations.
For the time they were good, to the extent at least that repeated
suggestions by Russia for a pro-Boer intervention were not
entertained in Berlin. And later in 1900 events caused Germany
to give, as it were, hostages to Great Britain. An anti-foreign
movement broke out in China; where the so-called 'Boxers'
murdered the German minister in Pekin, and besieged the rest
of the foreign diplomatic corps in their legations. An inter-
national relief force was organized with contingents from all the
Powers. Japan, Russia, France, and Britain could each draw on
forces from areas relatively near; and it was in fact the British
and Japanese who first relieved the legations. The Kaiser, as
having been especially insulted, burned to send a strong repre-
sentation of the German army; but it would have to go from
Europe, dependent on British coaling-stations and within the
power of the British navy. Eventually he did send a large con-
tingent,1 which, though too late to help in the relief, took very
severe punitive measures. This situation not only secured Great
Britain for the time against any risks from Germany, but it led to
an Anglo-German Convention (16 October 1900) to restrain
foreign territorial aggression in China and maintain the 'open
door' for trade. Early in December 1900 President Kruger, who
had come to Europe seeking support for the Boers, and had been
officially received in Paris by President Loubet, went to Germany
expecting a similar welcome. He was notified that the emperor
would not receive him—a rebuff which went far to blight his
prospects.
Thus it was that Great Britain passed through the most
dangerous phases of the South African war without being sub-
jected to a foreign intervention, which public opinion in France,
Germany, and Russia alike would have overwhelmingly ap-
proved.
1 Under the veteran field-marshal, Count von Waldersce, who was made nominal
generalissimo of the international contingents.

